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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Paper 

Resumed from 15 June on the following motion moved by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich (Minister for Education and 
Training) - 

That pursuant to standing order 49(1)(c), the Council take note of tabled paper 1519 (Consolidated 
Fund Estimates 2006-07), laid upon the table of the house on 11 May 2006. 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.04 pm]:  I have the honour and duty of replying to the motion 
on the estimates of revenue and expenditure for 2006-07.  In doing so, I will take the opportunity to recognise 
the enormous efforts of three people who I know very well.  All members who have been here for some time will 
know Hon Eric Charlton, the former Minister for Transport, who was recently recognised in the Queen’s 
birthday honours list with a Medal of the Order of Australia.  Eric likes to get things done in a rush and he does 
not like any obstacles put in his way.  Members who have seen Eric operate in this place and in his general life 
would recognise that his contribution to transport and to road safety was absolutely enormous.  He made a 
number of other contributions also.  Members will recall the waterfront dispute on the Fremantle wharf in 1995, 
at which time Hon Eric Charlton went to the wharf and put his point of view.  People with a strong point of view 
should have the opportunity to make it known, and Eric certainly did.  I recognise his efforts in those areas.  I 
spent a day and a half in the federal court as a result of those activities. 
I took over the transport portfolio from Eric, who is very forthright and likes to get things done.  I got the 
impression that I needed to carry on with the work he put in place, and, hopefully, I contributed to that.  It must 
be recognised that Eric was responsible for the continuation of the modernisation of Westrail, which had begun 
some time before.  I carried on the modernisation of Westrail.  Many people disagreed with Eric’s actions with 
the Midland railway workshops, but it was part of the process of bringing Westrail into the modern era.   
His biggest contribution was to road funding.  He put in place two programs, one of which was a billion dollar 
program.  Roads in the north of the state that were improved under that program include Burkett Road, Brookton 
Highway and the Goldfields Highway between Kalgoorlie and Wiluna, which is one of the best ever constructed 
roads.  As the minister, I was fortunate enough to open that road.  The road from Mt Keith to Wiluna is very well 
built and has contributed to the state’s development.  If this state is to prosper, we must put in place some of the 
infrastructure that is required to do it.  I will touch on some of those issues.  I was also involved in the 
construction of the Kalbarri to Port Gregory road.  It was put on the plan and we built it.  The traffic on that road 
has increased from about 150 cars to more than 600 cars a day.  That demonstrates that if we embark on those 
types of programs, we will receive enormous benefits from them. 
I almost forgot - how could I forget - that one of the other great initiatives of the billion dollar program was the 
Graham Farmer Freeway.  Hon Eric Charlton and Hon Richard Lewis were instrumental in its construction.  I 
was fortunate enough to open that infrastructure with Premier Richard Court.  It has been of enormous advantage 
to Western Australians.  I will give members some indication of the forethought that went into the project and its 
benefit to Perth.  A total of 85 000 cars went through that tunnel in a day.  That figure may have dropped off 
now, but it linked the Osborne Park industrial area with Kewdale and other areas on the south side of the city.  It 
is an enormous advantage for people travelling across the city and an essential piece of east-west infrastructure 
for this city.  I looked back through some comments made at that time about that project by the current Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure.  She said it would be over budget.  The final figure for that project was 
$374 million.  I well and truly know that figure because I answered many questions on it.  The 1995 funding 
arrangement was $335 million.  We completed it for $374 million.  However, inclusive in that were some 
variations such as land purchases and other necessary requirements, which would be done normally in any 
construction of infrastructure; it was not a blow-out in the original contract price.  We should recognise Eric for 
that also. 

The other initiative was the Transform package that involved some 32 pieces of infrastructure which totalled 
$1.3 billion.  This included the circle bus route, the widening of the Narrows Bridge and the transit route from 
Perth to South Street, which members are aware has been of great advantage - it has been changed since to 
include the railway.  We could have that debate if members like but I will not go there right now!  Also part of 
that Transform package was the construction of the Tonkin Highway from Albany Highway to Mundijong Road, 
the expenditure for which was $147 million.  My only issue with that is that I have been criticised for getting 
some roads built around Binnu, which were also in the Transform package, I might add.  However, the extension 
of Tonkin Highway goes through the minister’s electorate!  Therefore, I think the minister should get her 
arguments absolutely correct when she carries on about the $3.4 million that was spent on the Binnu roads and 
look again at the $147 million that was spent on the extension of Tonkin Highway that goes through her 
electorate.  She should also add to that the cost of constructing a dual Armadale Road, which, incidentally, I 
cannot find in the budget.  Instead of criticising others, she should have a look at what is being done in her own 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 20 June 2006] 

 p3863e-3875a 
Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Anthony Fels 

 [2] 

backyard.  I am not criticising the building of those roads because we realise the necessity for them.  However, 
that extension of Tonkin Highway was brought forward from 2010 and I suspect that other roads around Western 
Australia have not been built as a result.  I could go through a list of the roads that have not been built.  They 
have been discussed from time to time.  I remember, after I took over from Hon Eric Charlton, that he and I 
travelled the Cervantes to Lancelin road - a track - to consider the planning of the new corridor.  It is interesting 
that that road has not been progressed at all since then.  However, that would have been completed by 2003 had 
the coalition government remained in office and I had continued as Minister for Transport.  I repeat: had the 
infrastructure been put in place, it would be of enormous benefit to that area.   

The Leader of the House knows that some work was done by the Wheatbelt Development Commission that 
involved $700 million directly, going out to something like $2.5 billion later.  I have referred to the enormous 
benefit of the road from Northampton to Kalbarri.  I do not know whether members opposite have been to 
Kalbarri lately, but it is booming.  The requirement for housing lots in Kalbarri proves that it was right to 
construct that road at that time.  Obviously, therefore, if infrastructure is put in early, everybody benefits.  Other 
estates, including Ardross estate at Jurien Bay, are also going ahead regardless of whether the Lancelin to 
Cervantes road is built. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I strongly support what the Wheatbelt Development Commission did in that area.  I am also 
a great supporter of Indian Ocean Drive. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Okay.  I see the Minister for Tourism also now supports it since being appointed 
to that position.  Therefore, something may happen in the future, or at least I hope it does because regional WA 
needs it. 
I have pointed out those issues to give a clear indication of the work that Eric Charlton did in Western Australia, 
not only in the country areas, but also in Western Australia across the board.  I think some people would also 
remember the debates that Eric had in this chamber about Aboriginal welfare.  He pointed out clearly that 
Aboriginal people had a responsibility - these may be my words - to themselves and to their families to raise 
their living standards.  He made that point very clearly.  I also support that view.  He spoke about that subject in 
this place before he became a minister and he made it known that he wanted people to recognise that they had a 
duty to themselves and to the Aboriginal people to improve the way Aboriginal people live. 
I also want to recognise two other people, one of whom is Dr Ron Hutchinson of Northampton.  Ron has been a 
general practitioner in Northampton for 36 years.  He happens to be my GP but that is beside the point.  The RSL 
put his name forward for the Order of Australia.  It was absolutely fantastic for his work to be recognised.  He 
came to Northampton in 1970.  He came from Nigeria with his wife, Sheila, who has been of enormous support 
to him.  He became the chair of the Mid West Division of General Practice and he relished his work in the 
Northampton region.  He established the Ajana health clinic at Barrel Well, which is an Aboriginal community 
and worked closely with that clinic.  He became a Fellow of the Australian College of Rural and Remote 
Medicine in 1999 and worked very closely with the college to improve health services in the Northampton 
district.  I am sure he is one of the longest serving GPs, along with Dr Docherty at Mullewa.  Dr Docherty is not 
a young person - he must be in his 80s by now - and he also does a wonderful job.  They are available 24-7 and 
they are gold to everybody who lives in these country areas.   

Along with Ron and Eric, I pay my respects to Jean Edwards who also won the Order of Australia.  She is a 
councillor and her contribution to local government and the wider community have been immense.  She has 
dedicated herself to people’s welfare, especially the welfare of aged people.  She has been very interested in the 
Geraldton-Greenough Seniors Advisory Committee and has been on the greater Geraldton older Australian 
committees.  She has also been active in the provision of aged-care accommodation.  Those three people really 
deserve recognition for their work in regional and rural Western Australia.  The debate about doctors and 
country areas comes up all the time.  There is a new opportunity at Merredin for a doctor but I will refer to that 
matter in a little while.  

In relation to the budget, would it not be great to be the Treasurer in these times?  I remember being on the 
previous coalition government’s budget committee, which had to consider a budget of $10 billion at the time that 
government was removed from office.  Now the budget totals $16.5 billion, a very handy rise of a billion dollars 
a year.  The expenditure for this financial year will be $15.3 billion with the government’s operating surplus for 
this year being estimated at $1.275 billion, following an estimated record of $1.981 billion in revenue in the 
current budget.  It is glory days in Western Australia.  We should recognise that that money must be spent on 
infrastructure and the wellbeing of the mining industry.  I am told that the revenue flow from mining royalties 
and so forth is in the vicinity of $2.1 billion.  That is an enormous contribution from the regions.  I think people 
in regional Western Australia are getting well and truly fed up with the fact that all the funding is used to service 
city projects.  One of the issues that grates with people is the $1.3 billion that will be used to pay off the New 
MetroRail from Perth to Mandurah.  We can have various arguments about that.  Although that debt will be paid, 
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I notice that the public sector debt will blow out from $4 billion in 2004-05 to $7.730 billion in 2009-10.  I 
understand the crux of the debt blow-out argument; although I do not like it.  I recognise that infrastructure must 
be built if the state is to progress; nonetheless, it is a matter of how it is managed.  If there is a big debt blow-out, 
obviously the cost of servicing it will be quite substantial, and that cost will be deducted from expenditure 
available for further infrastructure.  The government must recognise that there must be a balance in the way that 
money is expended.  When the coalition took office in 1993 I think debt was about $8.5 billion and by the time 
the Labor government was voted in, debt was down to about $4 billion.  At times of large surpluses such as this, 
one wonders where the money is being spent.  We must ensure that in future our shipping ports, roads, airports 
and other infrastructure requirements enable generation of further funds.  If that sort of infrastructure is not in 
place, it results in ongoing expenditure for industry.  From my experience as Minister for Transport, I recall a 
clear example of that type of expense with regard to roads: it is approximately 20 per cent more expensive to cart 
product over a gravel road than it is to cart it over a tar-sealed road.  As I said, increased debt servicing revenue 
goes directly against the cost of production.  We must bear those sorts of things in mind.  

One of the big issues that the minister will be well and truly across is the development opportunities around 
Geraldton, especially the port of Oakajee, about which discussions are ongoing.  A few years ago I was involved 
in the discussions about Oakajee.  I had trouble supporting that infrastructure based on the amount of product 
that was to flow through that new port.  In fact, a substantial amount of product must flow through a port to fund 
infrastructure.  If private enterprise is brought on board, it will calculate the return on the amount of money it 
spends.  That is a good thing about the development around Geraldton.  The road component of the southern 
transport corridor is in the Transform package.  The rail component funding was decided on by the coalition 
cabinet.  I acknowledge that it was not in the budget but it would have been in the following year because the 
decision had been made before the budget was released.  I commend the government for building that; it had to 
be built.  I wish the government had completed the job and built the second stage of the southern transport 
corridor because that would have created a link for heavy haulage vehicles.  The road currently passes through a 
school area, which is a very narrow area for 53-metre heavy haulage trucks to pass through, and that will create a 
very hazardous situation in the future.  I am not talking about the road from Perenjori through Dongara; I am 
talking about the east road.   

Hon Kim Chance:  The Mullewa road. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes.  A lot of vehicles use that road, and that situation should be corrected.   
I was pleased to learn that the Geraldton port would be deepened.  The coalition government initiated the surveys 
on the port.  I think I signed off on about $4 million worth of survey work to be done there.  That has progressed 
on the basis of a loan to the port proponents.  It is not funded from the budget; it is a loan through the Western 
Australian Treasury Corporation, along with almost $35 million for berth 5, which must be repaid by the 
proponents.  People must appreciate that also.  In fact, most of the work done around the ports is funded by 
repayable Treasury Corporation loans.  The same applies to work at the Esperance and Albany ports.  I am 
pleased that that work is being done in Geraldton because it will give the miners the cash flow they need to move 
to the next stage.  Midwest Corporation Ltd, Murchison United NL, I think Jindalee Resources Ltd and a couple 
of other mining companies that are involved there, all must seriously consider how they plan for the future.  This 
morning I was talking to one of the people involved in planning there, and the companies involved are talking 
about getting together with the aim of producing one plan for the port.  I am interested that the government has 
given the go-ahead for the companies to build.  That is one thing; however, the government should not create a 
whole string of requirements for the proponents to meet.  That will take more than six months to tick-off and 
people with money will go elsewhere, it is as simple as that.  The proponents are talking about 60 million tonnes 
a year in 10 years, and that is a lot of product to flow through the port.  If they are serious about that and can lock 
that down, the next decision will involve building rail, and that will be very expensive.  The rail that runs from 
Geraldton to Mt Weld and beyond crosses over difficult terrain, so it will cost probably $1.5 million a kilometre 
to build, regardless of whether it is standard or narrow-gauge rail.  I am told by the people who know that the 
cost of both gauges is within the same ballpark figure.  It is important to consider a rail line that can service both 
areas.  There is an area of prospect in the north for iron ore, and there is also an area of prospect south east of 
Geraldton.  One rail link out to the east and then to the north may be the best option.  The gurus will tell the 
government, and hopefully the opposition, which is the best option.   

The Oakajee port is an interesting development.  Any engineer can build a port; it is the cost that is the most 
important issue.  The maritime operators must be able to use it over a sufficiently long time frame.  In other 
words, it is no good saying the maritime operators can use it for only 40 per cent of the time; it must be usable 
for quite a lot of the time.  Everyone knows about the prevailing wind in Geraldton where the trees lean in the 
opposite direction of the wind.  Anyone who has seen those big ships in Port Hedland will know that when they 
need to be moved through a cross-wind they are difficult to handle.  The people who sail them tell me that they 
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must operate at between five and seven knots an hour so that they can be steered.  The last thing we want is a 
ship turning on its side; that could cause all sorts of problems.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I believe the engineering for the port as a bulk port is very much simpler than the 
engineering required for a still-water port. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The Leader of the House is quite right.  Those facilities can be built I think about 
1.5 kilometres offshore before the really deep water is reached.  If they are built out there, it will not be 
necessary to dredge the water, and that will cover that issue.  That development requires a lot of planning and 
people must realise that, although the existing port can handle some of the cargo, the new port will handle bigger 
ships carrying bulk cargo.  It has also emerged that perhaps grain can be carted in bigger vessels.  That might be 
considered further in the future if we can ever grow any crops!  That only pertains to this year, of course.  The 
road and rail infrastructure and the government’s contribution to that is a big issue in Geraldton.  Another issue 
that must be considered is that the industrial park will need gas, roads, rail and water.  The government must 
think about that when people are ready to build there.  It has made the decision to allow that, but it may well 
need to provide the services also.  

I have travelled around the south west of the state quite a bit in recent days, going down to Cranbrook, back up 
to my part of the world, north of Northampton, out to Merredin and back to Perth.  The state is in pretty poor 
shape as a result of the current dry season.  In the past few days some cattle, some of which are stud cattle, have 
left my area and been moved onto the stations.  I do not know whether they will ever be back; they may be put 
off.  I was talking to a station owner at Mullewa on Sunday morning, and he said the situation was not good 
putting sheep into that country because the dogs will eat them.  My next-door neighbour saw a dog in my area 
the other day.  We will have to look seriously at that problem.  The Minister for Agriculture and Food made an 
announcement about starlings coming to Western Australia.  The packs of dogs in that part of the world are a 
very serious problem.  I am pleased that the minister made the announcement about the starlings; the $1 million -  

Hon Kim Chance:  It is $2.15 million.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am pleased to see that that has happened but the situation needs to be monitored 
to make sure we keep those pests out.  People are shifting their stock into that area because it is just too dry 
elsewhere.  We have never fed stock much before but we, along with most of the people around us, are in the 
process of buying grain back from the Grain Pool for that purpose.  I am sure that is happening across the state, 
with people trying to make sure that they can carry the stock through to a situation in which they can get them 
off their properties.  The sheep are lambing now.  We cannot shift young lambs with their mothers.  The situation 
will get serious.   

I have had discussions with people about rural financial counsellors.  There is nothing worse than seeing a place 
blow away or getting to a situation in which there is not much grass around.  People are starting to get concerned 
about that.  Sometimes I think they should just go on holiday and forget about the job for a while.  We are 
getting to a very serious situation.  Hopefully it will rain in the next few days.  It is not too late, incidentally.  A 
lot of people are saying it is too late.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I suppose you blame that on the government.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is one thing I would not blame on the government but it is very serious.  We 
all have to recognise that our neighbours in the country are very, very precious to us.  There has already been one 
serious issue in the country.  It is time that we recognise that the communities will have to pull together.  If it 
does not rain in 10 days, rural counsellors may not be the answer.  Our next-door neighbours may be the people 
we lean on most.  It is about community and looking after our mates.  Country people will do it because when 
they get together, they fix things and they make things work.  I ask people to think about them when the going 
gets tough.  I am not asking for handouts but we should think about the guys putting things together for us 
because that is where the dough comes from.   

A couple of issues came up while I was in Narrogin yesterday.  There is a precinct just out of Narrogin.  This is 
located on Wanerie Road, which really needs to be bituminised.  I understand that an approach has been made 
for AusLink funding, but it will be hard to get because there is $300 million worth of new funding and about 
$1.6 billion worth of applications.  We need to get the dust off that road because of the hay and the cattle.  We 
need a road that prevents the dust from blowing on the stock and on the hay itself.  The road is about 
2.5 kilometres long.  It is also a school bus route, so it is a very busy thoroughfare.  It would be good if the 
government looked at that road, along with the Narrogin bypass.  Sadly, we did not complete the job when we 
were in government.  All the heavy haulage goes along the Narrogin bypass, including 36-metre trucks.  Hay 
requires 36-metre trucks, with two trailers.  I think it will only cost a couple of million dollars to finish the 
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Narrogin bypass, but that route would certainly assist with the heavy haulage out to the east.  The other road runs 
east and west. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I had a look at that two months or so ago.  It is quite amazing.  It’s the road to nowhere.  
This beautiful bypass road just stops.  It’s very clear what needs to be done there.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, it needs to be brought around the back of Narrogin and back onto the 
highway.  It would take out that very sharp corner at Forrest Street, too.  That is certainly something that needs 
to be taken up by the minister.   
I could mention a number of roads that need attention.  I have already mentioned the road from Lancelin to 
Cervantes.  Roads need work in Corrigin and Hyden.  Down at Albany, Chester Pass Road goes down to 
Elizabeth.  The road that comes across to Elizabeth has to be built.  The section to George and Link around the 
bottom should be done as well.  There are a number of others around my way that need to be completed.  The 
road from Tenindewa to Yuna should be completed, as only nine kilometres of that section needs to be finished.  
Tourists will not travel on it unless it is bituminised.  These are the sorts of things that need to be fixed up.  
Muirs Highway is a dangerous highway and it has to be fixed. 
I will mention a couple of other areas that come up regularly in discussions.  I will not go into them in depth.  
Child care in the country is becoming a very important issue, whether it be short stay, long stay or occasional 
care.  We are getting some very intelligent, highly skilled and highly qualified young ladies in the country.  They 
want to contribute to the work force and they should be given the opportunity to do that.  Child care is one of the 
areas in which people are required.  We need to keep families together.  I was talking to a policeman down south 
yesterday.  He said that one of the problems they have is that someone may work in the local police station but 
their family might be back in Perth and they have to commute every weekend.  That is not doing the community 
any good and it is not doing the family any good.  It does not just happen with policemen; it happens with 
schoolteachers and a lot of other professionals.  They are things we have to keep in mind. 
I mentioned doctors in country areas.  Dr Ron Hutchison in Northampton is now aged 74 years.  Dr Docherty 
must be in his 80s.  They will have to be replaced.  They are needed in those communities.  The facilities are 
there.  The other day Dr Fong said that they could go into the hospitals where all the facilities are, but these 
doctors have those facilities.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Dr John Radunovich is another one whom I feel sure you would have liked to have 
mentioned.  I think he passed 37 years service in Kununoppin some time ago, but he’s also at retiring age. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I thank the minister for mentioning that.  These people need recognition.  They 
work very hard for their areas.  We just have to do something about the shortage of doctors.  I asked the question 
of Dr Fong, and he went through a lot of areas where improvements are being made to nurses and so forth but we 
need those doctors out there.  A friend of mine in Dongara has recently graduated.  There are now two doctors in 
that area and they are worked off their feet.  They cover a huge area.  They are the sort of people we need to keep 
there, but we need to give them the opportunity to enjoy life as well.   
I will talk about education for a minute.  I will not talk about outcomes-based education so the Minister for 
Employment and Training does not have to worry. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I’m not worried.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Everybody else is worried.  A lot of the teachers I have spoken to are concerned 
about that.  I asked a question the other day about year 7 moving into middle school.  If that happened in the 
country, it would have enormous ramifications.  We need to understand that it will have ramifications not only 
for the school but also for the families and the system as a whole.  I hope that due consideration is given before 
there is any thought of making that change.  The issue is raised constantly with me as I travel around the state.  It 
has been since it was first aired.  It has become a real issue for people in the country because they do not want to 
see schools downgraded in any way. 
I will now touch on the wheat industry.  Enormous discussion is occurring.  However, I do not want to get into 
the business about the Australian Wheat Board.  I will speak about the marketing of grain, which is very 
important to us in regional Western Australia.  I know some people think that deregulation will be the answer.  
The problem I have with deregulation is the practical reality of the situation.  When a farmer fronts up to a bin - 
as I heard the chief executive officer of the Wheat Exporters Council say - he will have a range of choices.  The 
problem is that in the wheat industry, for example, there are 17 different categories.  People may want only one 
or two categories and they may not want the rubbish.  It is easy to sell the good stuff; everybody wants the high-
protein wheat.  It is very easy to sell high-protein wheat in the current environment.  It may not be later on, but it 
is now.  Although people say that farmers will have a range of options, they may not have any options.  I can 
remember when there was a bad time in the eastern states and we had some very good quality wheat.  A buyer 
came to my farm and said that he would give me what I was asking.  It was quite a reasonable price.  I asked 
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whether he would return next year and he said that he would not return next year.  He said that if he could buy 
grain in Queensland and New South Wales, he would not return to Western Australia.  Under a changed system, 
I would be left high and dry.  Under the current system I have at least somewhere to sell my wheat and the 
possibility of getting a reasonable return.  That is what we have to remember about a lot of these things.  There 
has also been talk about obtaining futures so that the price of a crop can be covered.  My farm may have been 
able to sell a couple of thousand tonnes of wheat on the possibility of providing 5 000 tonnes.  However, I may 
be left with a heap of contracts that I have to deal with.  I will have to deal with any sales.  As such, I will have 
to wash out any contracts I have.  It may well cost me a lot of money.  Nobody wants that on top of the current 
situation.  We have a world-recognised arrangement to sell grain.  It concerns the single desk.  It has served 
growers very well for quite some time.  The old-timers will say - it was before my time - that they were ripped 
off when they went to sell their wheat in the early days.  That is why the current arrangements were put in place.  
I remind people who are talking about deregulating the wheat - or any other - industry of these things.  The Grain 
Licensing Authority is in place in this state.  I hear that it has been very cautious about sales this year because 
there may not be too much to sell.  I am not sure whether it should be put in that position.  I have watched with 
interest the number of contracts that have been allowed.  They have not all been taken up.  I understand that 
about only 30 per cent have been taken up. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Less than half. 
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, 30 or 40 per cent.  Under the AWB-WEC arrangement, it is the same sort of 
percentage when permits are given.  The annual report shows that it is the same sort of take-up rate.  We have to 
watch that it does not go back into the pool later on, which results in a downgrading of the price of the pool.  
Under the same scenario, arrangements cannot be made for shipping or forward hedging, through which some 
advantage could be gained.  Those are the sorts of things that must be kept in mind. 
I have covered most of the topics that I wanted to cover in this debate.  There are always issues in the country.  
The big issues coming forward now are those of infrastructure, medical services, child care and so forth.  They 
need to be recognised.  Some of the revenue flows from the country should be put back into the country as 
recognition of where the funding comes from.  Approximately 90 per cent of revenue funding comes from 
regional and rural Western Australia, which represents about $46 billion.  That is an enormous contribution in 
the first instance; in other words, that is where the opportunities start.  I ask people who are making decisions 
about budgets to consider those of us who live in the bush.  We generate many of the funds that flow in this state.  
Our state is very fortunate; we are a very fortunate community.  People should remember those things as we go 
forward. 
HON ANTHONY FELS (Agricultural) [3.45 pm]:  Once again, this budget highlights the government’s 
inability to control its spending habits.  The state government has increased its recurrent spending by 25 per cent 
over the past three years.  While spending has increased, the government has built up a $2 billion surplus each 
year.  Therefore, that indicates that revenue has not only matched spending by a 25 per cent increase in that time, 
but also increased by a further $2 billion on top of the 25 per cent increase to create the surplus.  In the same 
period the government has continued to raise its fees and charges and reinforce the perception that the Labor 
government is a government that taxes and spends.  This year consumers can look forward to a new indirect tax.  
The government has called it a levy, but it is a tax.  I refer to the energy safety levy, the legislation for which was 
rushed through this house last week.  It will be implemented from 1 July.  It is a levy to fund EnergySafety in 
this state, which in recent years has been funded from consolidated revenue.  It is a new tax that will be charged 
to every consumer of gas and every business consumer of electricity in Western Australia.  Energy providers 
have already indicated that they will pass on the cost of the levy in the form of additional charges to consumers’ 
bills when they can. 

This government now spends more on the public sector than any previous government but provides less in the 
way of public services.  The public has become the government’s customers or clients.  They pay a fee for 
service.  Of course, the public also pay taxes.  Many taxes have been paid to this Labor government.  The 
government needs increased taxes, even in boom times, because it cannot control its spending.  It knows that, 
unlike the average wage earner, it can always raise more funds.  The government should give thanks to the 
economic conditions that it has been blessed with.  Without them, it would not be spruiking about its great 
financial management.  With the expansion of the Western Australian economy in recent years, there have been 
plenty of opportunities to scale back taxes, which were increased three or four years ago on the basis of lower 
forecasted economic activity.  The blow-out in recurrent government spending will be a spectre for the future.  It 
will lurk in the shadows until the economy turns down.  Of course, it will probably not be the problem of the 
Labor Party because, by then, the people of Western Australia will have elected a Liberal government.  As 
always, it will be a Liberal government that will be forced to straighten out the financial predicament left by this 
Labor government. 
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Country regions will not benefit greatly by this budget.  Rural Western Australia will receive no great injection 
of infrastructure spending.  Many of the promised roads will remain just that - promised but still delayed.  The 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure delights in telling people that the majority of the Main Roads budget is 
spent in the country.  Given the vast size of Western Australia and the distances between producers, markets and 
consumers, and given the enormous wealth produced outside the metropolitan area, this is as it should be.  
Unfortunately, not enough is being spent.  There is no money in this budget for passing lanes on the Brand 
Highway, the Indian Ocean Drive extension from Lancelin to Cervantes, an alternative pig-selling venue given 
the closure of the Midland saleyards, lime sands cartage routes, local bridge upgrades in the wheatbelt, local 
government rural roads networks and the infill sewerage program.  The lack of budget provision will put 
pressure on future budgets and future governments.  This is a government that appears to care little for the 
people, small businesses and industry in rural and regional Western Australia.  Technology that was once 
proclaimed the saviour of the bush because it would allow people to live in the country while they worked 
elsewhere has, in fact, operated in reverse.  It has resulted in the removal of services, which, instead, can now be 
delivered to the country from the metropolitan area.  How is it that while the corporate sector can reduce layers 
and levels of middle management through the use of modern and better communications, technology, computer 
software, computer capability and the Internet etc, the state public service has expanded while fewer services are 
delivered to the general public?  It is not in the interests of either the government or the state for the population 
drift away from rural towns to continue.  The government should be developing strategies to reverse the current 
trend.  This drift away from rural towns will not stop until the government acts to provide adequate levels of 
service to those towns.  Those communities require appropriate levels of health care, land releases, water, power, 
education and policing.  The public service is growing strongly under this government, but there is little evidence 
of better services being provided in the bush. 
In the area of health, only 10 per cent of the $900 million extra in the budget will be spent in the country.  There 
has been no relief from the shortage of doctors in rural Western Australia.  It should not be the responsibility of 
local governments to house and give salary support to doctors to entice them to their towns.  This is a burden that 
local government is not adequately resourced to carry.  The responsibility for the health crisis sits squarely with 
the state government.  It would be a great tragedy if an incident similar to one that happened in Queensland were 
to happen in Western Australia.  As reported in The Australian newspaper on 8 June this year, a farmhand was 
forced to deliver his stillborn child in a car, after he and his wife had been turned away from their local hospital 
and made to drive to another hospital that was three hours away.  It is not a fanciful situation.  It is certainly not 
outside the realms of possibility, as all who spend much time outside the comforts of the city will attest.  It is 
happening in the city now.  I congratulate Hon Helen Morton for establishing an inquiry into the obstetric 
services provided in Western Australia. 
It is the sad and unfortunate reality of medical care in rural areas that people are provided with limited health 
care.  Recent studies confirm that life expectancy diminishes for those who live in the country, not because rural 
residents have been blessed with poorer health than their metropolitan cousins, but because they have less access 
to quality health care.  Few of the small rural hospitals provide obstetric services.  The onus is on the expectant 
mother to prepare for her child’s birth in a larger centre.  However, nature is often unpredictable, and babies do 
not always arrive on their expected birth date.  Chance can upset the most carefully laid plans, leaving both the 
mother and the child vulnerable and at risk.  The provision of safe birthing services should be a fundamental 
right in a First World country, but the reality is otherwise, with birthing services now worse in some instances 
than they were a generation ago in the more remote regions of Western Australia.  Rural Western Australia 
desperately needs the services of more doctors. 
The Weekend Australian reported on 17 June that the federal government will now demand that the states 
provide more funding to their rural hospitals, and that the Deputy Prime Minister would ask for specific funding 
for regional hospitals to be negotiated as part of the next $42 billion-plus health agreement.  The commonwealth 
should not have to demand that the states adequately fund rural and regional hospitals.  I do not believe this 
would be a federal government priority if we did not have a coalition government in Canberra now.  The state 
government should be doing something about this as a matter of course as part of its election commitment to the 
people of Western Australia - not just the people in regional Western Australia but all the people in Western 
Australia.  However, the issue is not only about funding; it is also about the lack of doctors, which is exacerbated 
in part by doctors making quality-of-life decisions to work fewer hours.  We need to train more doctors and 
require that they complete their training in regional hospitals if we are to meet the needs of Western Australians. 

The government needs to invest in rural Western Australia.  It needs to return services to the bush and provide 
incentives that will encourage business and industry to invest in the country.  Rural life is a preferred family 
lifestyle for many.  It is only the lack of equitable access to services that forces these families to leave or to not 
move to the country in the first instance.  I recently travelled to the town of Wongan Hills with Hon Bruce 
Donaldson and Hon Robyn McSweeney.  The town of Wongan Hills has been experiencing a resurgence over 
the past couple of years, with retirees considering a bush change and younger tradesmen and their families 
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moving to the town.  These people are hoping to sell their properties in Perth, no doubt taking advantage of the 
high property values in the metropolitan area, and relocate to a cheaper area such as Wongan Hills, which is still 
within reasonable proximity of the city. 

Unfortunately, Wongan Hills has been unable to capitalise on this, as it has been unable to have land released for 
that to happen.  All the land being released in Wongan Hills at the moment is being released by the local shire 
acquiring adjoining farmland or purchasing private land within or adjacent to the town, and funding the 
subdivision and redevelopment of that land itself.  Two years ago the Shire of Wongan-Ballidu made a request to 
the Department of Land Information for land without title within the town site of Wongan Hills to be released.  
The issue was lost in the quagmire that is native title.  The shire has written to the Department of Land 
Information, agreeing to pay the $7 000 fee for clearances from the native title and Aboriginal legislation, but 
two years on it is still waiting and is clearly frustrated by being unable to take advantage of an opportunity to 
grow its town and increase the town’s future prosperity.  Like so many other towns, development is frustrated by 
the overly long process time. 

Subsequent to that trip, I also visited the towns of Dalwallinu and Perenjori.  The same situation is arising there.  
In the smaller wheatbelt towns around Western Australia, where subdivision and land release costs are higher 
than the value that will be achieved from the sale of that land, the Department of Land Information is simply not 
proceeding with any of that land development.  It is being left to the local government authorities to do that on 
their own initiative, and basically funded out of their ratepayers’ funds, in order to have the opportunity to 
develop new businesses in their towns.  On 22 March this year, Minister Bowler announced that the state 
government would release residential land at Ravensthorpe to cater for that town’s expanding population.  
Perhaps Minister MacTiernan will consider making similar announcements for Wongan Hills and the similarly 
affected town of Perenjori and other small towns around the state, especially those that are not adjacent to a 
growing resource or mining development. 

The increases in royalty revenue that are buoying the Treasury coffers should in part be returned to the bush to 
promote investment and wealth creation and the establishment of a vibrant and viably sustainable rural Western 
Australia.  The standard of living in rural WA should not lag so far behind that of the metropolitan area.  The 
rural population is showing that it is no longer willing to accept living in the country if it means going without or 
going with less.  Those people pay the same taxes and expect in return the same level of service.  They will no 
longer accept the axiom that it is simply not feasible to deliver those services.  If those services are not provided, 
people move back to the city, and there is already stress from the demand for many of those services in Perth.  
Their moving to Perth may solve some of the issues for the families, but it creates many other problems for the 
government.   

What strategies or policies does the government have in place to sustain rural Western Australia?  As for 
education, never before have so many families felt compelled to leave their homes in small rural towns to allow 
their children to access an affordable and appropriate education.  The population drift from small country towns 
has been ongoing for a number of years, and it has been accelerated by drought or other downturns in the 
farming industry economy.  However, this is different.  People are selling up and leaving, or, if they cannot sell 
up, they are closing their doors and walking out, in an endeavour to provide their children with an appropriate 
level of education and the best possible opportunities for their futures.  Training and job opportunities are often 
limited in these rural towns; therefore, school leavers must look elsewhere for work.  The children no longer stay 
at home when they finish their studies and that exacerbates an already vicious cycle in which families leave the 
town.  As a result, businesses close, there are fewer job opportunities; the reduction in population leads to the 
reduction in student and staff numbers at the local school, and in nursing staff, healthcare providers and police 
officers; and there is an increase in law and order and other problems.  The ever increasing service gap between 
country and city is leading to the depopulation of rural Western Australia, compared with the development in the 
metropolitan area.  For a number of years now, the reality has been that families relocate to larger centres so that 
their children have access to appropriate education.   

A more unusual circumstance is for a school to be moved.  However, in Meekatharra a school community has 
requested the relocation of one of its schools to Geraldton because not one application has been forthcoming 
from a teacher to teach at the school.  In 2005, not one teacher applied for a teaching position at the Meekatharra 
School of the Air.  One can only begin to imagine the level of problems besetting that town when people refuse 
to apply to work there because they can choose to work anywhere else.  Meekatharra School of the Air was the 
first school of the air to be established in Western Australia.  In 1959, with one teacher and under the control of 
the then correspondence school of Western Australia, the first enrolment was 27 students.  In 1979, Meekatharra 
School of the Air became an autonomous school with its own principal.  The school was moved to its own site in 
1975 and received its own radio frequencies in 1979.  In 1995, the school was extended to cater for the needs of 
approximately 100 enrolled students.  It was an exciting day when the then Minister for Education, Colin 
Barnett, visited Meekatharra to officially open the mainly new building.  The school choir performed the school 
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song with gusto on one of the rare occasions that they performed in person together.  Their singing was generally 
conducted in isolation over the radio.  The parents and students collectively travelled many hundreds of 
kilometres to attend the opening ceremony that day, and the feeling of pride and achievement among the school 
community, parents, students and staff was tangible.   

Currently, about 50 students are enrolled at the Meekatharra School of the Air.  These students live mainly on 
remote pastoral properties that are far from a conventional school.  In school population, it is the largest of the 
five schools of the air and, in real terms, it is the only truly outback school of the air in Western Australia.  The 
other schools of the air are situated in large areas, with the majority located near the coast.  Meekatharra School 
of the Air has a student catchment area of 540 000 square kilometres, from Newman in the north, Wiluna in the 
east to the Northern Territory border, Mullewa to the west and almost to Wubin in the south.  Staff and student 
numbers have fluctuated over the years.  The dedication of the parents and staff to the students’ needs has 
remained constant.  It is this dedication to the students’ educational welfare that is reflected in the request to 
relocate the school to Geraldton.  What will it mean for Meekatharra?  It will be a loss of an institution.  The jobs 
that it created will also leave the town.  There will be a flow-on effect from these job losses to the general 
economy and viability of the town.  Meekatharra School of the Air has been and remains a tourist attraction of 
some note, with many travellers visiting the school to watch the teachers deliver their lessons by air to their 
students - disembodied voices.  Tourists often tuned in their car radios to the school of the air radio frequencies 
as they drove along the highway to share in the children’s learning experiences and hear the children’s life 
stories.  In that sharing of the outback way of life, they enriched their own life experience.  New technology, the 
use of satellite broadband, means that the students no longer have to rely on high frequency radio and no longer 
have to battle interference from sunspot activity and Indonesian fishermen using the same radio frequencies.  
The school is no longer bound to the Royal Flying Doctor Service by the utility of its radio frequencies, and 
without the ability to attract teachers there is no reason for the retention of this school in Meekatharra, apart from 
tradition.  It is a sign of the times.  When the gap between country and city living becomes too great, the doors 
close and people and even institutions move on.  It is a great tragedy for the region.   

The effect of under-resourcing in other mid-west schools is evident.  Classrooms from Dongara District High 
School are being relocated to accommodate students at Cue.  It is not as though Dongara does not need the 
classrooms, because it does.  It will no longer have a classroom for its Japanese-language students.  
Unfortunately, Cue needs the classroom more than Dongara.  Instead of budgeting to supply more classrooms, 
the classrooms are shuffled between schools.  The education department was well aware that raising the school 
leaving age this year would also raise the demand for extra classrooms in schools that previously had not 
provided education to year 11 students.  In answer to my parliamentary question to the Minister for Education 
and Training on this issue, the minister informed the house that the classroom was supplementary to the needs of 
Dongara District High School.  She certainly was not given that information by the principal of that school, who, 
according to my notes, told The Geraldton Guardian on Monday, 12 June this year - 

Where does our Japanese teacher go?  Into the room where our year 11 and year 12 students work?  
Where do they go?  Don’t know yet.   

 . . .  

 Because of the state of the school, the teachers paint parts of it and the community raises money, so 
when this happens it’s like a kick in the teeth.   

She also expressed concern that, given the condition of the building, it might not reach Cue in one piece.   

Eneabba Primary School is struggling to recruit permanent staff.  The years 4 to 7 teacher left last year and the 
temporary teacher who has replaced her and on whom the school has been relying finished her contract on 
16 June.  Questions have already been asked in Parliament to ascertain the level of preparedness for the extra 
classes and whether adequate resources had been provided to ensure that there were an adequate number of 
classrooms in schools.  These questions were not adequately answered.  It appears that now we have a clear 
answer.  Adequate resources have not been allocated to meet the demands.   

A lack of educational access, of jobs, of resources, of government investment in the wealth-creating regions of 
Western Australia and of a certain future is precipitating increased crime and other law and order problems.  The 
disaffected youth of rural Western Australia display their anger through crime, vandalism, aggressive behaviour, 
and drug and alcohol abuse.  Life without quality holds little value, and life without future and without aspiration 
is a life without hope.  This describes the life of many residents of regional towns, particularly those in the mid-
west.  The time has long past to make apologies.  The time has come for action.  The incidence of crime in the 
mid-west must be addressed.  Geraldton magistrate Steve Sharratt recently commented that he was alarmed at 
the high level of juvenile crime.  In relation to the town of Mullewa, he said that the kids are some of the worst 
he has seen.  He made the prediction that unless crime is turned around, by the time some of these kids turn 18 
and are looking at adult sentencing, they would have spent half of their youth in custody.  Local government is 
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attempting to address the issue with the employment of youth development officers and with youth strategies and 
policies.  The problem is so big it cannot be solved by one sector alone.  Social and geographical isolation and 
family dysfunction are also major contributors to the problem in the mid-west region and require a whole-of-
government approach, with all agencies working collaboratively together and with the community in an attempt 
to rebuild social capital and to connect the various community groups.  Recently, the Shire of Mullewa called 
upon the state government to assist it with extra funding and more people on the ground.  This is a problem that 
the community cannot address on its own.  It is a problem that will not be addressed in the short term, and plans 
for future management must be put in place.   
The mid-west region is currently experiencing one of the strongest periods of economic growth in its history, 
particularly in the resources sector, with Mt Gibson Iron, Midwest Corporation Ltd, Murchison Metals Ltd and 
Gindalbie Metals Ltd leading the charge.  Precious Metals Australia Ltd is conducting a feasibility study into the 
recommissioning of the Windimurra vanadium mine, with the option of value adding the natural product to 
ferrovanadium on site.  While iron ore is the major commodity of the resource sector in the mid-west, other 
resources include oil, gas, mineral sands, lead, coal-seam methane, manganese, gypsum and kaolin clay.  Let us 
not forget the traditional goldmining activities of the mid-west.  These are indeed boom times for the mid-west.  
In a speech to the Mid West Economic Summit entitled “Building on the Mid West’s Success” in September last 
year, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure alluded to the need to get iron ore off road and onto rail.  She 
said of the Midwest Corporation - 

Midwest Corporation had initially planned to use the existing narrow gauge rail line to transport the 
iron ore from its Koolanooka project to the Geraldton port. 
However, as a result of having been unsuccessful in concluding a contract with the rail network 
operator, Westnet, Midwest Corporation now proposes to transport its 1 million tonnes per annum of 
iron ore to the port by road. 
. . .  
How we deal with this, and provide equity across producers, is work we are now doing. 

However, the minister has now set a deadline for the iron ore to be transported off road.  I agree wholeheartedly 
with the minister that rail must play its part, but the minister would play a more constructive role if she were to 
instruct her department to facilitate a meaningful dialogue between WestNet Rail and Midwest Corporation that 
was aimed at resolving the impasse between the companies.  These fledgling iron ore companies require an 
open-access railway.  Four iron ore companies should have access to rail, and could have if it were properly 
sited. 
Last year the Mid West Strategic Infrastructure Forum, jointly hosted by the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Mid West Development Commission, identified that - 

The most critical action is for the Government to facilitate discussions with users and rail interests 
regarding rail upgrades and extensions as part of the overall regional infrastructure planning. 

Unlikely as it seems, the minister seems to be happily moving away from the idea of state-owned infrastructure 
for the mid-west, and is placing the burden on infrastructure development in the mid-west region squarely on the 
shoulders of small start-up mining companies.  An impediment that has been identified in a survey of the state’s 
infrastructure assets is that much of the infrastructure either will be or is privately owned.  This makes it difficult 
for the small start-up companies that rely heavily on venture capital and it provides an opportunity for the large 
resource companies to lock out their competitors.  These large multinational companies use their position and 
power to pressure the government into special agreements, such as for reduced royalties, and their ownership of 
key infrastructure assets allows them unconditional control.  How much money has the state government spent 
upgrading the port of Esperance in readiness for the Ravensthorpe nickel project?  I am not referring to loans that 
have been authorised for the Esperance Port Authority to raise and pay back; I am talking about direct funding 
from the government. 

I reiterate that the mid-west needs an open-access railway.  The participants at the Mid West Strategic 
Infrastructure Forum agreed that their projects would be driven by industry.  However, when asked what could 
affect the development of these resources, a common response was concern for infrastructure funding.  
Individual responses were more specific, and included the government’s attitude to private infrastructure, a lack 
of government support for infrastructure developments, and a lack of government financial commitment and 
infrastructure funding.  The mid-west needs rail upgrades, access to water, road upgrades and connections, and a 
deepwater port capable of anchoring capesize vessels.  The development of infrastructure in the mid-west has 
become a pressing need and is now urgent because it is holding back development in that area.  
Premier Alan Carpenter has happily confirmed Oakajee as the preferred site for a new, privately funded 
deepwater port under the jurisdiction of the port of Geraldton.  The government should reconsider its role as a 
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key contributor to financing infrastructure development as well as its role as regulator and administrator.  Where 
are the extra passing lanes the Premier promised for the Brand Highway to accommodate the transport of oil 
between Dongara and Kwinana to alleviate the need for an extra 36 truck movements per day?  Why is the 
completion of the Indian Ocean Drive, which has been identified as the most important development for the 
region, not being fast-tracked?  Is this how the government intends to develop the mid-west?  If the mid-west 
region is to properly benefit from its resources-led boom, the government should take a leading role in 
facilitating that development in a way that advantages all players. 
The customers are looking for alternative sources of supply and for the new players to provide competition in the 
market, particularly for iron ore.  Hopefully, the Geraldton Iron Ore Alliance can take full advantage of the 
current situation with the full cooperation of government.  The resource sector employs 15 per cent of the 
region’s working population and therefore holds an important position in the region’s economic outlook. 
Although the resources sector currently maintains a significant economic profile in the mid-west, the 
agricultural, fishing and tourism industries are also vital to the growth of the region.  These industries rely 
heavily on transport infrastructure.  High fuel prices, dry autumn conditions and volatile commodity prices are 
hurting rural confidence.  The increase in fuel costs is having a disastrous impact on regional businesses, and 
although the economy is booming in Western Australia, many farmers remain concerned about the ever 
increasing likelihood of drought, further interest rate rises, and input costs for fertilisers, chemicals and transport. 
Historically, the agricultural industry is an important contributor to the economy of the mid-west and of the state, 
yet there is much uncertainty.  On the one hand, the state government speaks of the importance of the live animal 
export industry to Western Australia, yet it has failed to establish a review of its controversial Animal Welfare 
Act 2002, despite having listed it at the top of its priorities at the beginning of the year.  Livestock exporter 
Emmanuel Exports and two of its directors are facing trial on animal cruelty charges brought under this act last 
year.  The live animal export industry is concerned that if the prosecution is successful, it will threaten the future 
of the live export trade in Western Australia and throughout Australia.  We now hear that the minister has no 
immediate plans to carry out a review of this legislation, which threatens to shut down the live export industry.  
Instead, he will appoint inspectors to police this industry.  Last week during the estimates hearings we were told 
that additional staff - 

Hon Jon Ford:  There is an industry advisory board, and not one of its members has asked me to look at these 
provisions.  I talked to the Pastoralists and Graziers Association the day before yesterday and it told me that the 
matter has not been brought to its attention as a concern.  I cannot review this at the moment because it is before 
the court. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  The company is desperate to have the Animal Welfare Act reviewed.  The minister 
provided an answer to a question last week that funding for one area of the department would increase by 40 per 
cent or 50 per cent to supervise the implementation of the new act. 
The ambiguity of the act is the issue.  In particular, a section states that people or companies are liable under the 
act if they transport animals in a manner that is likely to cause harm.  Perhaps the minister would care to define 
“likely to cause harm” for the house so that we might have a better understanding of the intention of the act.  As 
it stands, it is this very lack of definition that allows animal activists to pursue their personal agenda against the 
live animal export industry at the expense of the farmer, producer and the state economy.  It is a valuable and 
very important industry to this state.  The shipment for which Emmanuel Exports now finds itself before the 
courts fell within acceptable federal government limits.  The state Animal Welfare Act 2002 is flawed.  The 
government knows this but is continuing to sit on its hands and is leaving the fate of Western Australia’s live 
export industry at the mercy of the animal activists and the courts. 

Hon Jon Ford:  Industry must tell us what it wants. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  The government has a department of hundreds of people that should be able to work 
out what it wants.  I am surprised that industry is not talking to the minister.   

Hon Jon Ford:  It is.  I have been to a number of meetings.  It is a small section. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  Surely the government would not jeopardise this industry and the livelihood of so 
many people to elicit the Greens (WA) vote to secure the balance of power in this house.  

Hon Jon Ford:  I am sure that the Greens would want to do something. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  There will be another auction of live pigs at the Midland saleyards tomorrow 
morning.  I have again been invited to attend.  It should be unnecessary for a member of Parliament to attend the 
auction to promote the ongoing use of the Midland saleyards and the ongoing sale of live pigs.  However, that is 
why I have been asked to go. 
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The state government has purposely overlooked this small market in its plan for the new saleyard at Muchea and 
has left the pig industry to fend for itself.  A number of local small butchers source their pork requirements from 
the Midland saleyards.  They are generally small business operators.  These butchers require that the saleyards be 
located not far from the Perth metropolitan area.  The present Midland saleyards have served them for 50 years.  
They fear that increasing costs could deprive them of their ability to remain competitive with the larger 
supermarkets such as Coles and Woolworths and with eastern states processors of smallgoods and fresh pork.  
The government has completely ignored the needs of this small market with its focus on how much it will 
achieve from the sale of the former Midland saleyards land.  Compulsory country-of-origin food labelling is all 
but a sham.  The shandying of home-grown and imported vegetables by large corporate supermarkets so that 
they can display labels with mixed origin makes a mockery of the intent of the law.  Does this mean that there is 
a handful of Australian beans mixed with another country’s produce?  What is the make-up of the mixture?  
What is the percentage of home-grown product in relation to imported product?   

Hon Kim Chance:  Who are you accusing of shandying? 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  I do not know who has done it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  You are inventing it, aren’t you? 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  I do not think I am inventing it.  I think it can be done under the existing rules. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Do you know how many complaints there have been from the surveys we’ve done?  Two. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  I do not think the minister is particularly interested in policing the industry.  It is a 
deception and a practice that should be stamped out.  It is possible.  I do not know how many people the minister 
is sending out to stamp it out because the government is expecting local government to do the monitoring, and it 
has no funding to do it.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Local government is doing a great job. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  It has not been given any additional funding to do it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Why does it need additional funding? 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  It has to employ people to go out and do the work. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It has already employed them.  It is part of its statutory duty. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  It was not until the government insisted it was local government’s job. 

Hon Kim Chance:  No, it has always been local government’s statutory duty.   

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  It was only on insistence by the minister that it was local government’s job when it 
was found that the state government had no other - 

Hon Kim Chance:  No, I think you have been reading The West Australian again.  You have to cure yourself of 
that!  

Hon ANTHONY FELS:  It does a lot of good research in this area and a lot of good public opinion polling also.  
Anyway, it is a deception and a practice that should be stamped out.  Consumers should be confident that they 
are purchasing the product they think they are.  At the moment, they have absolutely no idea what percentage of 
their product is imported or where it came from.  This practice is a shameful deception of an unsuspecting 
public.  Does the minister expect local government to police this behaviour?  Can it be policed?  The public 
interest is not served by legislation that can be so easily subverted.   

The Department of Consumer and Employment Protection is also failing to reassure the general public that it 
acts on the general public’s behalf.  It is unable to take action on land scams because the value of the transaction 
exceeds $40 000.  Time and again we see Shell, Caltex and other major fuel suppliers raising their fuel prices to 
identical levels on the same day.  This apparently is not collusion nor price fixing!  However, in their quest to 
protect consumers from predatory pricing, DOCEP and FuelWatch instead act against the small independent 
operator who charges less.  The public watchdog is happy to prosecute the small independent service station 
proprietor for dropping his fuel prices, and he is the person who decided that he could manage a smaller profit.  
However, the watchdog seems unable to act when major fuel companies are apparently unable to differentiate 
their fuel prices in any way.  We all noticed the fuel cost hike just prior to the Queen’s Birthday long weekend.  
Remarkably, the eastern states suffered similarly on their Queen’s Birthday long weekend, although, because the 
two long weekends do not coincide, WA’s fuel prices were strangely unaffected by the weekend of the eastern 
states holiday.  Can these price hikes really be the result of a shortfall of refined fuel, or is it just blatant 
opportunism?  They dovetail very neatly with the times that consumers are most likely to travel.  If DOCEP 
lacks the authority to act to protect the interests of the public, the government should legislate to provide it with 
that authority.  Making public announcements may be good public relations, but enforcement would provide the 
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consumer with real protection.  The cost of fuel is having a major impact on country WA.  It will have a flow-on 
effect on the city and the consumer through increased production and transportation costs, and there will be 
flow-on effects in the tourism industry as consumers reconsider the cost and the affordability of travel.   

We should not be subjected to opportunism.  The interests, particularly financial interests, of the elderly and 
retirees must be at the forefront of community concern.  They, along with our children, are the most vulnerable 
of our society.  DOCEP should carefully scrutinise the actions of all who are involved in all aspects of the 
retirement industry, whether they be financial advisers, retirement village developers, land-lease developers or 
those who manage them.  Over a number of years we have witnessed the grief caused through the loss of 
investment created by the mortgage brokers’ scandal, and, more recently, the collapse of Westpoint Corporation 
Pty Ltd.  The majority of victims in both these scandals have overwhelmingly been retirees.  They were not 
foolish or greedy people lured into risky investments purely by the promise of a high return.  These were people 
who placed their trust in professional advice; they were unaware that these financial advisers were receiving a 
commission or a financial reward for the sale of a product.  They were simply trusting and wanted only to 
provide for themselves in their retirement as best they could, and in an attempt to do this they sought the advice 
of those they believed were most qualified to assist. 

Exploitation of the elderly can and does occur in any number of ways and is not confined to financial advice.  As 
an industry, retirement will continue to grow for a number of years as the baby boomer generation retires.  Not 
all baby boomer retirees will be wealthy when they end their working lives and not all will have managed to 
accumulate nest eggs to provide for them in their sunset years.  For many, retirement will be a time of constant 
struggle.  It will be a battle to maintain even a simple lifestyle against the ever-rising costs of living.  For those 
who have not managed to purchase their own homes by the time they reach retirement, life will be even more 
difficult.  They will not have the option of selling the family home to purchase a smaller dwelling, perhaps 
within the relative security of a purpose-built village, or be able to invest a portion of the proceeds of the sale of 
that house to provide more comfort.  They will have to weigh carefully the options available to them.  Perhaps 
they will have to rent a Homeswest house or maybe they will have enough set aside for a caravan by the sea or 
some other land-lease arrangement, and be seduced by the thought of this lifestyle even though these 
arrangements are fraught with danger, lacking any security of tenure.  Rapidly increasing amenities fees and 
rents, lack of available and affordable rental properties, lack of tenure and the constant spectre of land 
redevelopment in land-lease situations all contribute to the uncertainty and generate fear.  Adequate protection 
has still not been provided in law and there is a general lack of confidence in the dedication of the Department of 
Consumer and Employment Protection to uphold the rights of the consumer against those of the developers.  It is 
an area that deserves much closer scrutiny, and I will work to see that it is given it. 

Agriculture in most of WA is facing a poor cropping and pasture season.  Nothing is in place to deal with such a 
crisis in the short to medium term.  If we do not have rain in the next two to three weeks, it will be a crisis and 
will affect the state’s economy.  There have been later starts to the season than this, but they have not been too 
much later.  If we do not get rain before the end of June, we will be into the colder months of the year and 
pastures will not grow and crops will not have an opportunity, even with a reasonable finish to the season, to 
mature into an above-average yield.  The schemes that were around in the 1980s and the 1990s, such as the Rural 
Adjustment and Finance Corporation funding, which were not ideal, have been disbanded and nothing has been 
set up in their place.  Other than exceptional circumstances funding that is triggered after months of inspections, 
government reviews and commonwealth government intervention, no short-term working capital finance, which 
can be repaid, is available so that farmers can meet their ongoing costs for this season to enable them to replant 
crops or to make alternative farming management decisions or, in the worst-case scenario, to fund a new 
program next year if their crops fail this year.   

They are the main points that I wanted to make in my speech on the budget.  I did not get onto the matters that 
were addressed in the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations hearing last week.  However, I 
am on that committee and look forward to scrutinising the budget more thoroughly when the committee sits. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston. 
 


